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2270 RELIGION IN THE SCHOOLS

The Board of Education recognizes that religious belief and disbelief are matters
of personal conviction rather than governmental authority and the students of this
district are protected by the First Amendment of the United States Constitution
and by Article I, Paragraph 4 of the New Jersey State Constitution from the
establishment of religion in the schools. The First Amendment requires public
sSchool officials will to show be-neutral-in-their-treatment-of-religion—in—the
&blm—eh%shewmg neither favoritism toward nor hostility against religious
expression such as prayer. Aceordingly,-devotional-exercises-will-be-permitted
t-thisdistetot:

The United States Department of Education’s Guidance on Constitutionally
Protected Prayer and Religious Expression in Public Elementary and
Secondary Schools (USDOE Guidance) provides information on the current
state of the law concerning religious expression in public schools.

The following activities as outlined in the USDOE Guidance will be permitted
upon applying the governing constitutional principles in particular contexts
related to: in-the-schooldistrict-provided-the-uctivity—is—consistent-with-current
United—States—Supreme—Court—desisions—regarding —the —relationship—between
government-and-religion: prayer during non-instructional time; organized prayer
groups and activities; teachers, administrators, and other school employees’
activities; moments of silence; accommodations for prayer during
instructional time; religious—expression—and prayer in classroom assignments;
student assemblies and extra-eurrieular noncurricular events; prayer at
graduation; and/or baccalaureate ceremoniesi—devetional—exercises—and—other
prayer-andiorreligion-related-activities,

The following activities as outlined in the USDOE Guidance will be
permitted upon applying the governing constitutional principles in particular
contexts related to religious expression: religious literature; teaching about
religion; student dress codes and policies; and/or religious excusals, The
school district-wilb-not-permitan-activity—if-the-gebiviby-advances-or-thibits-airy
partieutar-rehigious-expression-thats—protected-by—the-tirst-Amendiment-ol-the
United-States-Constitution:
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The Equal Access Act, 20 U.S.C. Section 4071, is designed to ensure that
student religious activities are afforded the same access to Federally funded
public secondary school facilities as are student secular activities. The
United States Department of Justice has developed guidance for interpreting
the Equal Access Act’s requirements outlined in the USDOE Guidance in the
area of general provisions, prayer service and worship exercises, mcans of
publicized mecectings, lunch-time and recess, and leadership of religious
student groups.

Fhe-Board-believes-that-an-understanding-o-religions—and-the-eontributions-that
rehigion-has-made-to-the-advancement-of-chvilization-is-essentia-to-the-thoreugh
education-ef-young-people-and-to-theirappreeiation-o fFa-pluralistie-soctety—Tto
that—end;—the-curricilum—may—be-developed—to—inelude,—as—appropriate-to—the
various-ages-and-attainments-of-the-students-instruetion-about-the-religions-of-the
ek

Fhe-Board-also-ncknowledges-the-degreeto-which-a-religious-consctousness-has
enriched-the-arts-literature-musie—and-issues-of-morality—The-instructional-and

resouree—materials—approved—for—use—in—the—sehools—ofthis—distriettrequently
contatn-religious—references-or-concern-moral-issues-that-have-traditionally-been
tho-focus-ofreligious-coneern—rFhat-such-materials-may—therefores-be-religious in
natire-shal-not-by-itselt-bar-thei—use-by-the-district—The-Board-directs-that
teaching staff members-employing-sueh-materials-be-neuwtrabin-theh-approach-and
avoid-using them-to-advance-or-inhibitreligion-in-any-way-

The-Board—recognizes—that—religious—traditions—vary—in—thelr—perceptions—and
deeMn%—mgafdﬂ*g—thHHmal—%ﬂd—amH&—pmebses#h&eweulmm&ehown
for-its-place-in-the-thereugh-an 5t
mkﬁe&&m%mm&ﬁwﬂwmh&—&adﬂs—ﬂmﬁmnbmse&

istruetion—in—the—schools—so—that—they—may—privately—accept—or—reject—the
knowledge-so-gained-inaceordance-with-theirowinreligious-tenets:
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Any issues regarding religion in the schools and the provisions of this Policy
shall be referred to the Superintendent of Schools who may consult with the
Board Attorney.

U.S. Const. Amend. 1

The Equal Access Act, 20 U.S.C. Section 4071

U.S. Department of Education - Guidance on Constitutionally Protected
Prayer in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools — February-7,-2003
January 16, 2020

N.J. Const. (1947) Art. 1, para. 4

N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.6 et seq.; 18A:36-16

Adopted:

. © Copyright 2020 e Strauss Esmay Associates, LLP ¢ 1886 Hinds Road s Sulte1 e Toms River, NJ 08753-8199 « 732-255-1500




