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[See POLICY ALERT No. 237]

0162.01 LEGAL NOTICES

Whenever the Board of Education is required by law or by order or rule of any
court to publish or advertise a legal notice, the Board shall publish or advertise the
legal notice on the Board’s official internet website in accordance with the
provisions of N.J.S.A. 35:3-1 et seq.

For the purpose of this Policy, “legal notice” means any resolution, official
proclamation, notice, or advertisement of any sort, kind, or character, including
proposals for bids on public work and otherwise, required by law or by the order
or rule of any court to be published by the Board.

For the purpose of this Policy, “online news publication” means a news
publication in electronic format that contains news on matters of public concern
and has published news predominantly in the English language at least once per
week for at least one year continuously.

The Board’s official internet website shall be accessible and available to the
public free of charge. A direct hyperlink to legal notices published on the Board’s
official internet website shall be conspicuously placed on the Board’s website’s
homepage. The Board shall submit the hyperlink to the New Jersey Secretary of
State and provide any updates thereto prior to effectuation in accordance with the
provisions of N.J.S.A. 35:3-2.b.

The Board shall maintain an internet archive of legal notices that are no longer
displayed, which shall be kept for at least one year. The archive shall not be
subject to any records retention schedule adopted by the State Records Committee
nor to the “Destruction of Public Records Law (1953),” N.J.S.A. 47:3-15 et seq.
The Board shall display a legal notice on its legal notices internet webpage for at
least one week from the date of initial posting, or other time period as required by
law, before transferring the publication to the Board’s internet archive. The
Board shall initially publish an internet archive no later than July 1, 2026 and
shall maintain the archive thereafter in accordance with N.J.S.A. 35:3-2.c.
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The Board may, in addition to the publication on its official internet website,
publish or advertise a legal notice separately on an eligible online news
publication that meets the criteria of N.J.S.A. 35:3-3.b. The Board shall provide a
notice in a prominent location on its official internet website if it publishes or
advertises its legal notices in an online news publication and shall publish a
hyperlink to the online news publication in accordance with the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 35:3-2.d.

The Board, whenever required by law or by the order or rule of any court to
publish or advertise a legal notice shall publish or advertise the notice in
accordance with the applicable law or court order or rule. The Board shall be
deemed to satisfy their legal obligations to provide a legal notice upon publication
of the notice as required pursuant to N.J.S.A. 35:3-1 et seq.

Legal notices published on the Board’s internet website or the internet website of
an online news publication in accordance with N.J.S.A. 35:3-1 et seq. shall not be
deemed defective if at least one of the following circumstances exist:

1. There is an error in the content or form of the legal notice
published or advertised on the Board’s internet website or online
news publication due to a clerical, administrative, or any other
error outside of the control of the Board whenever required by law
or court order or rule to publish the legal notice;

2. There is a temporary outage, technical malfunction, disruption, or
service interruption preventing the publishing, posting, or display
of a legal notice on the Board’s internet website or online news
publication;

3. The operator of the Board’s internet website or the online news
publication imposes standard restrictions that prevent access to the
website or online news publication;

4. The Board’s internet website or the online news publication is
subject to a cyberattack or cybersecurity incident, including, but
not limited to, ransomware or a data breach, causing the failure to
timely or accurately publish the legal notice; or
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5. Any other circumstances preventing the publishing, posting, or
display of a legal notice on the Board’s internet website or online
news publication that are outside of the control of the Board
whenever required by law or court order or rule to publish the legal
notice.

Starting on January 1, 2026 and at least twice per month through
December 31, 2026, the Board whenever required by law or court order to rule to
publish the legal notice shall provide an advertisement in an online news
publication meeting the eligibility criteria at N.J.S.A. 35:3-3. that:

l. States that the complete text of each legal notice may be obtained
or viewed by the public on the official internet website of the
Board; and

2. Provides the hyperlink to the Secretary of State’s legal notices

hyperlink internet webpage established pursuant to N.J.S.A.
35:3-2.b.

N.J.S.A. 35:3-1 et seq.

Adopted:
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