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New fersey Wrlting Alliance

15w Annual NJWA Conference
The New Jersey Writing Alliance Spring 2014 Conference
Thursday, May 29, 2014

Georgian Court Unlversity, Lakewood, New Jersey
TO REGISTER, PLEASE VISIT WWW.NJWRITINGALLIANCE,ORG

A A & HE R P M AT ¥ et ‘~' g
The 15mannual NJWA confe will focus on the prac tlenal, and economic Issues that face

us as we help students make the transition from writing in high school to wrlting In college.

ON-SITE REGISTRATION AND CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 8:30 am In GCU Casino
WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS; 915 am-930am In GCU CASINOG
Darcy Glolg, Rutgers Unlversity, President, NJWA

SESSION 1:  9:30 - 10130 am

A, New Literaclos and the Commion Core: Preparing Studen(s for Colloge and Beyond, Leslle Pusnle-Ervin, YWillingboro High
Schoo! ‘
This presenlation fealures a serias of Inslructional strategles that inlegrales {echnalogy In Innovalive ways fo mest the common
core stale slandards of New Jersey. Each stralegy presented Is directly aligned vilh the common core slandards of New Jersey.,

B. Wrling and the Web: The Infemet Dossn’t Have o Limlt and Dagrade the College Composition Courss, Devon Pizzino,
Ssfon Helf Universily ‘ o
This presentation will focus on the problematic relationship betwaen the college composilion course and the Inteme!, and how
Instruclors can sncourage students fo ulifize Internel toxt resources In a way taf will promole crllical, anelytical, and creaive
{hinking and wriling.

C. Dual Enroliment as a Slte of Pedagoglcal Exchange Betwsen High School and Collego Toachers, Michael Gosller, Rulgers
Universily, and Rulh Yeselson, Piscalaway High School
The benefis of a dual enrollment wiiling program go beyond college credits for sludents, as they also provide & unlgus
opportunity for collaborative exchange between high school leachers and collegs Instructors, The preseniers - a high school
laacher and collegs administrator -- will discuss thelr experiencas in devsloping a dusat enrollment program, sharing materlals and
the resulls of thatr efferis, . '

D. (Don't Asslgn} Teach Me to Writo Resoareh Papersl, Chrysfena Hahn, Selon Halt University
Tired of research papers that recount vihal sludents read rather than feefing thal they have engaged In thal reading? This
workshop presents skill sels essential for wrilng research papers thal lead fo *conversation® among the sources and the wiiler.

E. [TwoPresentalions]  'm Dolng the Assignment, Too, Lodenn Fell, Rowan Universily
This 30-minule vorkshop will profile an Interactive asslgnment that Invites students to accompany the Instructor as he o
she plans a serles of researched arguments and creales an argument drafl. The presentalion explores the process of definlhg
subjech-specific argument approaches, note-laking and organizing, and svaluating a rough dralt,




+

Making Parallels Befwoon the Corporato World and the Toaching of Academlc Wrlting, Serah Ghoshal, Monlclair Stale
University

This 30 minute presentation will touch upon he parallels befween the teaching of wiillng and success In the corporals
world, helping educators lo help thelr students see he value In wriling courses they {eel have "nothing to do wlh thelr major(s)”
[dsas will stem fom the Insighls of an experlenced first year wiiting Instructor who [s afso closely connected to a well-versed
managef of a corporale recruling fim. ’ ; )

SESSION 2: 10:45 - 11:45 am

Common Core Close Readlng and Steps to Collaborative Conversatlon through Readers Wrlling Reflections, Danlelle
Sochor, Glasshoro Public Schools, and Steven Hempel, Rowan Universfly

This presentation will Investigate the use of close reading slrategles and information (ext directly {Inked to Common Core
and expanding reader understanding through reader response and group discusston. Parilcipants will have the opportunity to
engags In best praclice slialegles.

. [Two Presenlallons] “But This Isn't an English Classl:” Implementing Standards for Writing Across the Currlculum,
Natalka Paviovsky and Brenden Rickards, Gloucesler Counly College :

- In recognition of the fmportance of effeclive wiiling In every disclpline, a facully-led Initlative al Gloucester County College
led lo the development of a Writlen Communicalion Rubrlc for college-wide use; two of the faculty {nvolved, a blologistand a
musicologlst, will present the resulls. For thase teaching at the secondary fevel, his presentalion wil share clear expeclalions
for callege-level writing, while those teaching English—whether In high school or college—uwil take away helpful speciics o
share with colleagues in olher disciplines, Parliclpants will explore ways to tallor the rubrle for {mplementation In varlous

disciplines. +
Youth and Issues : A Nalural FIf, Judy Sfevens and Audrey McGowan, Middlsfown High School North

Capltalize on students' Interest In soclal juslice through devising high Interest projects thal fosler independence and crealivily
while enhancing research, comprehenston and wrilng skils. Explore Ideas, resources and templales.

C. [Two presenlations] Using PARCC Assessments In the Classroom, Olga Poliles, Rowan Universily
In this workshop, you will be provided with sample assessmenls In English for 9th, 10th and 11t grades. An overview of
the assessmenls vl be given, covering the literary analysls, narralive and research simulation tasks. in addilon, Informallon
regarding how the assessments align with the Common Core Stale Standards vill be provided.
+
. Set Mo Free Projact, Justine Durdack, Middietown High School .
'Refatable* thatorical analysls of persuasive text for all lovels, Sludenls deconslruct he *Declaratlon of Independence” lo
. sga the "guls’ behind the “glory.” When the mystery of good wriling Is exposed students are eager lo leave {helr comfort zones
to modsl effective persuasive wriling, espectally whon they are then declaring themselves "free” from some oppressive forcs In
thelr lives (Sef Me Free project). '

. [Two presentations] Trend Reporting and Truth: Praclleing Research by Interrogating the Use of Evidence In the Nows
Madla, Amy Woodworlh, Rowan Unlversity

The Journalistic genre of trend reporling often goes beyond sharing Information (o shaping naralives about soclely and
cullure by selecting and Interpreting “evidence,” making It a ich object of sludy for courses thal include research, Examining
trend reports from popular news media leads sludents lo reflect on lhe use of evidence, the nalure of trulh, and the ethical
obligations of writing. This presentalion will Introduce Irend reporting and a serles of assignments thal ¢otild be adapted for any
research-based willng course, which lead students to evaluale popular and schotarly sources, synlhesize findings, and reflect
on both Interpretations of evidence and the consequences of writtng.

+

Golng with the Flow: How To Trick Your Students Into Improving Themselyves and the World Around Them, J Sage
Hadges, Manchesler Reglonal High School - & _

This presentation provides ways to encourage all skill lovels In questloning, research and wiriling by engaging them In thelr
Interesls while simultaneously yal surreptiliously pushing them towards Inquiry {nlo the world around them. Furlhemore, it
allows students (o use those platforms In cyberspace wilh which they are comfortable In order to slowly wean them lhrough self-
evalualion, to more appropriate and productive online resources.



E. [Two presentalions] Addressing Comprehension Challenges In the Composition Classroom: Strategles that Work,
Jesslca Darkenwald-DaCola, Gwendolyn Kane, Raritan Valley Communily College
Both developmental and first-year composllien students nesd guldance in learnlng to comprehend complex academle lexls.
Research In collego rsading comprehenslon reveals a number of strategles for explicit Instruction thal can help sludents attaln
succass In becoming *academlcally llterale,” Discusslon In this sesslon will include classroom applications of recent ressarch In

(e area of readlng comprehension, . +
Croaling Bridges to Quotes: Best Writing Practices for infograting Quoles lnto Paragraphs Using Transitlon Words and
Conlext To Create Fluldily for College-Ready Writing, Marie Palma, Arthur L. Johnson High School

This presentallon vill provide background contex! as well as a solld definillon of this specific villing flaw: "Hanglng
quotes.” {twill explaln an approach to idenlifying this Issue amongst students' welling and the Imporfance of teaching
adolescent wrilors how lo wille colorful and slrong *lead Ins” mora commonly referred lo as “Bridges™ which function to connect
helr Ideas withln thelr body paragraphs. The presentallon lakes a step-by-slep slralegy for hanging quotes thal can be infused
into the wriling process for gulded and repeated praclics or as final ediling slrategy for more advanced writers,

SESSION 3:172:45 - 1:45 um

A.Teaching the Research Simulation Task: Meeling the Core Content State Standards and Preparing Studonis for  the
PARCC, Shannon Qrosz and Megen Frilz, Poln! Plsasani Borough High Schoof
Parficipants will tearn aboul the CCSS requirements for text analysls and shorter research projects and how the PARCC
will translate ls inlo the Research Simulalion Task on the lest. The workshop will overview the nalure of this wriling task and
melnods for leaching this o secondary-educallon students. A packet of information vill be provided thal will Include a sample
task, rubrles, and scored student wiiling samples.

B. ELA Commen Coro Standards through a 21 Century Lens, Laura DeSena, West Milford High School .
This Interactive workshop offers leaching sirategles which Integrate We 1.0, Web 2.0 and Web 3.0 lools loward achiaving

ELA Common Core Slandards wilh applicalions lo reading literary and informational texts, and wriling academic arguments
grounded In lexlual evidence, Asynchronous and synchronous learning experiences will be demonsiraled and pracliced via
IPads, laplops, and smart phones {with dala access. The workshep will locus on teaching slralegles that emphasize: using
textual evidence lo support analysis, modeling academlc slruclure in essays fo lusleats the balancing of interprelalion agalnst
evidence, wiiting unifled academio arguments. Objectives include: using Informational lex!s lo mode! thelorical stralegles, to
sludy essay sbiuclurs, lo encourags [he creative wilhin the formulale. Some tools used will be discusslon boards In real ime
and delayed Ume and Google documents, “BYOD® Is highly recommended for full parlicipation In this workshop.

C. [Two presentallons] Technical Writing Across Disciplines, Kennelh Ronkowilz, NJ Instilide of Technology and Montclalr
Stale Universily o
This presentalion looks al how a lechnical wiiling course can emphasize a rosearch approach and problem solving unlike
the academic wriling done for most classes. Students lsar lo do audience analysls, work In coflaborative environmsnis and
galn familiarity with fools used for viriling digital modes, While designing professional documents, such as proposals, they
become famillar with the cullural and ethical concerns of a global workplace. The wrillng tasks are all based on the content of

{heir majors., +
Educaflon Through Minecrali, Sarah Roman, Rarifan High School

By using MinscraltIn the classroom, sludents are encouraged to bring lileratuse to fhree-dimenslonal life. Grealivily,
coltaboratlon, and knowledge of the text are paramount In its implementation, allowing for postiive Integrallon wilh the
Commeon Core Slandards. ‘ ’

D. Demands of New Technology on Wilting, Anne Erckson, Drexel Universily, and Wendy Walsala, Suffolk Counly
Communily Collage
This presentation will address the gaps between conventional vaiting and compuler literacy or wriling for the lech-orlented
audlence. We will cover the (ools and tralning teachars need fo help sludents produce sifective wrillng wilh finks, audio,
animallons, and worthwhile sources fo help studenis becoma contemporary wilers,



E. Norm! How To Know It when You See It: Consistency In Grading Essays
Joln a standards calibration sesslon and discusslon. Compare your grading of sample essays agalnst others In wha's sure
lo be an howr of discovery and enlightenment,
SESSIOM 4: 2:00 hm - 3:00 pm

Implementing the CCS$ Without Sacriflcing Instructlonal Time, Dr, Kalhy McCommick and Couriney McNesly, Northem
Burlinglon Counly Reglonal Disfrict; Nalalka Paviovsky, Gloucssfer Counly College

The Northern Burlinglon County Reglonal school district hias chosen to fulfill stale Common Core mandates by
Implementing focally developed assessments and pedagogleal strategles. Two adminisleators from the distilc! will detail how
this Initlative Is deslgned to ensure thal leaching the CCSS withoul tsaching for fhe fes! willl not reduce Inslructlonal time, and
will ullimately Improve students’ composilion and (echnical wilting to seamlessly transltion from wriling In high school o Wrillng
In college; the (hird presenter will add perspective conceming effects of these approaches on college-leva! writers, The
presentalion will encourage audlsnce members lo compare strategles and implementations.

Everything Is an Argumen: A Reglonal Effort To Advance Professional Learning In Argument Writing, Gravily Goldberg,
Educallonal Consullani; Lauren Goldberg and John Wodnick, Northem Highlands Reglonal H.S.; Brad Slegsl, Allendale,
Hohokus, Nerthemn Highfands, and Upper Saddle River Schoo! Disfricts

Progress In sludent argument wriling requires effort and collaboratlon betwesn all educators In a school, This presentation
highlights a reglonal articulalion Inltialive combining targated professional leaming of isaching argument from many
Interdiscipiinary angles wilh the process of crealing a K-12 continuum of student willing, Atlendees will engage In discusstons
and acllvitles examining arguments; samples of essay prompls, student work, and professional learnlng modules will be
distributed to parlicipants.

Thay Sald, We Say: What Is “College-Ready Wriling?" Merfa Monieperio and Shiiadilya Sen, Moniclafr Stale University

This workshop wilf focus on teachers' understandings of college level-willlng, parlicularly as related lo the Commen Core
English Language Arts Slandards. Facilitalors will oulline key classroom practices and assignments In teaching collegs wriling,
and challenges fransilioning students from high school Into coliege. Parliclpants will refiect on and discuss goals and practices
that may help bridge gaps bstween secondary and post-secondary fevels of educalion, as well as address Common Core
issuss,

Using PearMark In a Universlly Compasition Class, Ghailes Nelson, Kean Universily

This presentalion locks Ihe use of Turnilin's PeerMerk to provide peer feedback In a fitst-year university composition class
wilh English language leamers. The use of PeerMark with different fypes of wriling assignmenls and rubrics, along with
refleclve tasks, will be explored.

Composing In the Cloud: Transparancy, Accountabliity and Engagement, Oona Abrams and Chilstina McCabe, School
Distriet of the Chalhems

Houslng formalive sludent composilions in Google Drive engenders more dlalogue, richer peer feadback and higher
engagement. Tasks such as sloring research notes, collaboraling on shared narcatives, and reflscling on self-assessments help
students (o see wrillng as a formallve practice. Particlpants in this workshop vili review and discuss abundani examples of
student work and will also be provided with full digltal access lo our presentation malerials and Inviled fo ¢reate a backchannel
of questlons and comments throughoul our presentalion. All allendess are Invited fo bring thelr own devices.
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Proposal- 15th Annual NJWS Conference

Title: Common Core Close Reading and Steps to Co]laboratlve Conversation
through Readers Writing Reflections

Danielle Sochor, Glassboro Public Schools, Glassboro, New Jersey

Steven Hempel, Rowan University, Glassboro, New Jersey

Abstract

This presentation will investigate the use of Close Reading Strategies directly linked to Common
Core and expanding reader understanding through reader response written reflections and
discussion, The Common Core is a top down design that looks at what is required of students at
the college level in literacy and tasks each grade level below to prepare students for the breadth
and scope of that work. As readers engage in close reading of complex texts, they will need to
synthesize that material through varied written response formats and discussion. They also seek
alternate sources of information to help them understand, infer, interpret and synthesize content
required. Participants in the presentation will experience through close reading strategies,
through modeling and incorporating the use of reader response notebook which expands to
related text, vocabulary, and discussion points bridging to collaborative conversation. It is
incumbent upon educators to impress upon students the opportunity to link close reading
strategies with writing as well as the critical and human experience of discussion of what is
learned and applied. Through the use of mentor texts, written response, and group discussion,
participants will have the opportunity to engage in best practice strategies. They will also have
access to exemplar writing and completed response notebooks from both Rowan University and
Glassboro High School students.

Conference Program Description
This presentation will investigate the use of close reading strategies and information text directly

linked to Common Core and expanding reader understanding through reader response and group
discussion. Participants will have the opportunity to engage in best practice strategies.

Contact Information

Danielle Sochor, Director of Curriculum and Personnel

Glassboro School District, 560 Joseph Bowe Blvd., Glassboro, NJ 08028
856-652-2700 ext, 76210

dsochor(@glassboroschools.us




Steven Hempel, Rowan University Professor
Rowan University, 201 Mullica Hill Road, Glassboro, NJ 08028
609-364-0637

Hempel@rowan.edu

Contact Person

Danielle Sochor

Type of Session

60 Minute Workshop

Technology Equipment
Screen, LCD Projector, and Document Imager

(We can supply if not available)




