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In May, Governor Christie called on the New Jersey 
Department of Education to review New Jersey’s Core 
Curriculum Content Standards in English language arts and 
mathematics to develop higher standards that reflect the 
educational needs and goals of our communities.
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New Jersey Standards
The New Jersey Department of Education proposes a standards review process led by 
professional New Jersey educators that results in the best New Jersey standards for 
students.  New Jersey has a strong history of standards and our review process will build 
upon the rigor and academic success of our standards in the past.

The following principles will guide this local review: 

1. Consistency: The standards review will be consistent with the regulatory process 
of the State Board. 

2. Focus on the standards: The review process will focus on the New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Content Standards.

3. Improve what exists today rather than start from scratch: The review process 
will improve the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards in English 
language arts and mathematics based on NJ expert review and revisions. 

4. Public input: The review process will include opportunities for public comment 
on each standard. 
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Standards vs. Curriculum

• What are academic standards?
‒Academic standards describe the knowledge and 

skills a student needs to acquire by the end of 
each school year.

• What is curriculum?
‒Curriculum is the school district’s plan for day-to-

day teaching of the concepts contained in the 
standards.
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Standards Review Committee
25 members

Guide process and updates
Make final recommendation to NJSB

Subcommittees
K-2: 22 members
3-12 (ELA & Math):
28 members each

Standards 
Committee

K-2 Content 
Subcommittee

3-12 ELA
Content 

Subcommittee

3-12 Math 
Content 

Subcommittee
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Community Involvement
• Standards Survey

o Online survey was available for all stakeholders to comment 
standard by standard, grade by grade, and content area by 
content area

• Listening Tours – 3 regional
o These tours allowed for an open forum for community 
members, including parents and members of the business 
community, to address their concerns about specific standards 
to inform the work of the committees.

• Community Focus Groups – 3 regional
o These focus groups, made up of parents, business community 
members, and higher education leaders, met prior to each 
regional Listening Tour.  
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Review Process – Phase 1
Step Details Date

Public Comment Standards posted on the website for public comment
Parents, community members, committee members,  and 
educators share their feedback on each individual standard, K-
12, ELA and mathematics
Consultants from an independent third party will review 
public comments and share a report with the committees
Listening Tours – Regionally (N,C, S)
Parent Focus Groups – Regionally (N,C,S)

•July – Mid-August, 2015 
(survey)
•September, 2015 (listening 
tours)

Standards Committee

INITIAL REVIEW

Review public comments
Send process recommendations to each content 
subcommittee
NJDOE staff capture comments and prepare materials

•Mid-August, 2015 – 1 full 
day meeting

•End August, 2015 – 1 full 
day joint meeting with each 
content subcommittee

Content subcommittees

REVIEW AND UPDATES

Review public comments
Work in grade band groups to review standards
NJDOE staff capture recommendations for the Standards 
Review Committee
Each subcommittee will provide input on proposed updates

•End August, 2015 – 1 full 
day joint meeting with 
Standards Review 
Committee
•Early September, 2015– 1 
full day
•End September, 2015 – 1 
full day
•Mid-October, 2015 – 1 full 
day
•End October, 2015 – 1 full 
day
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Review Process – Phase 2
Step Details Date

Public Comment Update standards and post for public comment •End October, 2015

Standards Committee

FINAL REVIEW

Review public comments , student assessment results, and 
proposed updates from content subcommittees
Check for alignment from K-2 and 3-12 subcommittees
Full review of each individual standard and update
Direct subcommittees to review small revisions where 
required

•Early November, 2015 – 1 
full day meeting

Content subcommittees

REVIEW AND UPDATES

Review recommendations based on Standards Committee 
requests
Update proposals

•Mid-November, 2015- 1 
full day
•End November, 2015 - 1 
full day

Standards Committee

FINAL VOTE

The NJDOE prepares final updates based on 
recommendations from subcommittees
Standards Review Committee reviews final recommendation 
updates

•Mid-December, 2015 – 1 
full day

NJSBE PROPOSAL NJSBOE considers recommended updates to standards •January 6, 2016
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Thank you for serving
New Jersey’s schools!

Kimberley Harrington
Chief Academic Officer

kimberley.harrington@doe.state.nj.us
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