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Glassboro Education Foundation, Inc.

Send the completed application to the attention of:

Mr. Craig Stephenson
Beach Administration Building
Joseph L. Bowe Blvd
Glassboro, NJ 08028

A. General Information
Applicant(s): Mrs. Alisa McDermott and Mrs. Lori Kaszupski
School: J. Harvey Rodgers School
Principal: Mrs. Karen Carino

Grade Level or Subject: Kindergarten Inclusion
Phone: (school): 856-652-2700, ext. 8505 or 8184 (Cell #): Alisa 856-986-8795; Lori 856-889-4656 .
E-mail(s): amcdermott@gpsd.us and lkaszupski@gpsd.us : o

B. Statement of Assurances: B -
The applicant hereby assures the Glassboro Education Foundation that:

1.
2.
3.

The applicant(s) meet(s) the eligibility criteria.

The activities and services for which the grant is sought will be implemented as written. - -

Any monies not expended within the school year shall revert back to the Glassboro Education.  “ -
Foundation, unless permission to carry it into the next school year is granted. o
All publicity releases regarding a funded project will acknowledge the Glassboro Education
Foundation and/or a particular mini-grant sponsor as the funding agency. ,

The grant recipient(s) will submit a final report summarizing the project’s evaluation results.

The Board of Education authorizes the filing of this application. '

We do hereby certify that all of the facts, figures and representations made in this application are true and
correct to the best of our knowledge and that the assurances as stated above are understood and will be

followed in their entirety.

?fﬁ)ﬂ,l'%a%m /ﬁ//J/LW UQ(’MM

Signature of Applicant Signature of Applicant Signature of Principal



+ Please note: from this page on, please do not include your name or your school in any of your descriptions as

all applications are coded to prevent bias.

C. Project Title and Description
Title of Project: Multisensory Experience-Farm Animal School Visit

Subject Area(s): ELA-Wit and Wisdom Curriculum, Modules 1 (The Five Senses) and 2 (Once Upon a
Farm)

Approximate Number of Students Participating: 3 Inclusion classes, ABA class, 4 General Education
classes, approximately 175 students

Project Starting Date: Fall 2026  Project Completion Date: Spring 2027
Need: Describe the problem or deficiencies that exist which require the improvements described.

This valuable event will enhance and extend the ELA curriculum which promotes academic success;
builds upon PRIDE virtues in practice daily; and encourages empathy and kindness toward living things
through a direct, multisensory approach. Currently, the grade level has three inclusion classes and an
ABA program with students who require accommodations/modifications in daily learning tasks. A farm
animal visit would be a motivating, relevant experience for all students as it expands background
knowledge with which to refer while reading both fiction and nonfiction texts with a farm theme. For
optimal learning, students need to see, touch, and hear the farm animals we are reading about in our V
Wit and Wisdom texts. This encounter will help transform and connect abstract con-cepts introduced in
printed texts into real-world understanding. This is a unique opportunity for students to meet farm v
animals from a third-generation farmer who will share facts and information in a child-friendly manrier,
creating an exciting and meaningful learning experience for all students, especially for those with
diverse learning needs.

Strategy: Briefly describe your plan to alleviate the need/problem.

This farm animal experience will provide a direct, firsthand connection with real animals as we learn
about them in our ELA curriculum. This interactive opportunity bridges the gap between textbook
concepts and real-world experiences while supporting understanding and awareness. In our Wit and
Wisdom curriculum Module Two, “Once Upon A Farm,” we expose our students to a variety of ﬂctidn
and non-fiction texts to help them gain knowledge and information about farm animals, the
characteristics of animal bodies, their homes, their needs, caretaking, and products these animals
provide for communities. We differentiate between fiction and non-fiction texts. A direct encounter
with real farm animals will help validate the facts we are learning. As we explore the five senses in
Module 1, we naturally continue related concepts in learning about a farm and its animals in Module 2.
We are building upon these introduced concepts and referencing previous skills. This opportunity will
provide an essential, direct experience that can boost cognitive development, empathy, sensory motor




skills, scientific inquiry, vocabulary expansion, social and emotional skill development, emotional
regulation, responsibility, and sensory integration. It also builds upon our core values as we reflect
upon our monthly PRIDE virtues. It is our hope that we can provide our students with a distinctive,
positive experience while reinforcing all concepts learned in class. Some of our students may not ever
have an opportunity to interact with live farm animals without this special event. The event will truly -
bring to life and solidify acquired knowledge. This experience nurtures physical, emotional, and
cognitive growth in a memorable setting at our school; its impact will create a new way to reach all

students.
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