GLASSBORO PUBLIC SCHOOLS

GLASSBORO, NEW JERSEY

REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS FROM THE

DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM, SPECIAL EDUCATION, AND PERSONNEL
Danielle M. Sochor








November 19, 2014
I. GLASSBORO ALTERNATIVE EVENING HIGH SCHOOL
      
Robin Boyd, Head Teacher
 As of September 30, 2014 there are 10 students enrolled in the alternative evening high school.  Five students currently have an IEP and are serviced by a special education teacher.  Three students are part-time.  There are three students in the BD classroom.                                                                                                                                                                                                     

II.
STATE AND FEDERAL PROGRAMS

A. English As A Second Language

Rona Johnson: ESL Teacher Pre-K – 2nd Grade
There were no new entrants into the ESL Program this month. There were three new students who were prior ELLs (one 1st grader and two 3rd graders; however, they passed the W-APT for their current grade level and semester.  We will informally monitor them and track their progress.

Administration has decided that Pre-Kindergarten services will be provided in the form of ELL specialist to teacher collaboration with monthly meeting dates set for the first Thursday morning of each month. Kindergarten will receive daily guided reading lessons infused with regular ESL materials and supports.  First grade will receive daily push-in or pull-out instruction with guided reading, content, and language arts skill support. 

For the month of October, all incoming ELLs received regular services. Translation services were provided for field trip events, and other inquiries.

Mrs. Johnson attended several workshops in October.  The district provided professional workshop opportunities on Tuesday, October 7th to learn about UDL.  On Friday, October 10th, the district held a district-wide event.  On that day, Mrs. Johnson met with Mr. Edwards to discuss her SGO baseline scores at Rodgers, attended an informative PNP meeting hosted by Danielle Sochor, and an LAL work stations workshop hosted by Mr. Taibi.

Additionally, Mrs. Johnson attended an ESL Supervisor’s informative meeting with NJTESOL/NABE, Inc. held in English Creek, Egg Harbor Twp.

The ESL Department held its first Bilingual Parent Advisory Committee meeting on Monday, October 27th geared to help parents assist their children in having success in school. They discussed and translated into Spanish how to keep the children healthy, how parents can assist in their children’s learning, and how parents can access the district parent portal.

Additionally, on October 20th, the ESL Department, Mrs. Sochor, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Taibi, and several teachers were in attendance for the new PLC book club. They have just begun to read, Collaboration by Andrea Honigsfeld and were each assigned a chapter to present and expand on.
B. Title I - Basic Skills Improvement Program

Charlene White: Basic Skills Coordinator

Harvey Rodgers School

During the month of October the kindergarten BSI students worked on the following skills: phonemic awareness rhyme, syllable segmentation, phoneme segmentation and initial sounds. Students reviewed the terms consonant and vowel. The upper and lower case letters I, r, o, g, d, s, e, u, l, h, and k were introduced along with the sounds they make and vocabulary pictures that coordinate with each letter. A variety of multi-sensory activities using Orton Gillingham and Project Read strategies were used. 

The sight words ‘it’, ‘help’, ‘look’, ‘not’, ‘brown’, ‘the’, ‘am’, ‘play’, ‘little’, ‘up’, ‘no’, ‘down’, ‘and’, ‘black’, and ‘me’ were introduced. 

The students were introduced to the LLI Program getting started lesson 1. The objective with this lesson was rhyme and voice to print match. 

Mrs. White attended the workshop “Diverse Learner Instructional Practices Workshop” at EIRC on September 29, 2014.

Mari Kay Heyel-Matteo: Basic Skills Coordinator
Dorothy L. Bullock School
     
FIRST GRADE

In October, there were 21 first graders serviced by Ms. Peale.  Ms. Peale had the opportunity to observe Kathy Buchanan, a first grade teacher, conduct a guided reading lesson with some of her students, during a collaboration day schedule by Mr. Taibi. Ms. Peale intends to visit other first grade teachers teach a guided reading lesson on these collaborations days throughout the school year. The experience was useful as it allowed Ms. Peale to learn and observe the professional vocabulary utilized by the teacher.  

From 8:10-8:25AM, beginning October 20, Ms. Peale meets with a small group of students to concentrate intensively on sight words and nonsense word blending. According to Ms. Peale, this is an ideal situation in that it provides the teacher with the ability to observe student weaknesses that are not as easily seen when using the LLI program with fidelity. Students then report to their first grade class for morning work.  

The current total first graders in literacy basic skills are 21.

SECOND GRADE: 
Ms. De Frank, in October serviced 20 second graders in literacy basic skills along with one third grader. Three new entries were added. 

The current total of second graders in literacy basic skills serviced by De Frank is 23.    

THIRD GRADE: 
 In October, Ms. Matteo serviced 21 third graders and Ms. DeFrank serviced one third graders.  Nine students began the new Red System on October 20 with emphasis on fluency, vocabulary, and phonic skills of ending consonant blends, consonant digraphs, and compound words.  Students took home practice sorting and matching activities to reinforce these skills.  Books read included both fiction and non-fictional text.  Ten students read informational text on redwood trees and African elephants, as well as the classic tale of The Country Mouse and the City Mouse.  A version of this same story was read with their classroom teacher, so students were given the opportunity to compare and contrast these two versions.  One story, we discovered that the characters were female while the other had two males. Students also discovered that city mouse never visited the country in the book read with their classroom teacher.   Nine students began utilizing the new LLI Red system including word magnets created by the teacher, phonemic homework worksheets, and the Literacy Notebook word study section. 

Title 1 Literacy students in third grade serviced by Ms. Matteo are 21. Ms. De Frank services one student. (21+1=22)

Areas of Special Interest:  

Ms. De Frank, Ms. Matteo, and Ms. Peale all attended Bullock’s in-service on Monday Sept. 29 to complete SGO’s for 2014-2015.  All BSI staff attended Bullock’s “Back to School Night” also on Sept. 29.  BSI Staff were available to meet with parents from 6-6:30PM and throughout the evening. Ms. Matteo met with Mr. Taibi on October 9 to complete her SGO.  Bullock’s Halloween Parade was held on Friday October 31.

Conferences and Workshops Attended: 

All BSI staff attended the LLI workshop at Bowe School on October 14 with Kathy Norcutt.   Grade level meetings were held this month with Ms. Peale attending first grade’s on October 7, Ms. De Frank attending second’s on October 14, and Ms. Matteo attending third’s on October 21 after school hours.  All BSI personnel are also part of Bullock’s IR&S team which met on October 23. 

At the end of October, the number of students in the Basic Skills Program at the Bullock School was:                 
1st grade:21   2nd Grade: 23   3rd Grade: 22

Total of school: 21 +23 +22=66

Lisa Rencher: Basic Skills Coordinator

Thomas E. Bowe School
For the first part of October, Mrs. Rencher continued to provide guided reading to my students. They continued to work on reading comprehension as an area of focus.  Mrs. Rencher worked on the following skills with fiction and non-fiction text, main idea, inferring, and summarizing. During the last week of this month, she began to implement LLI with four of her five reading groups. Mrs. Rencher continued to provide guided reading instruction to her fifth group since their meeting time does not fit with the LLI program. LLI is the Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention program.  It is a small-group supplementary language arts intervention program. We work on phonics/vocabulary, comprehension through instructional and independent level text, and writing about reading.
Some of the activities they have been working on include close reading, non-fiction text treasure hunt (which involves discussing the text features found in a non-fiction text), written response in their response journals, and the use of post-it notes for questioning while reading.  In the LLI groups we have also been working on fluency through the use of running records.

On 10/9/14 Mrs. Rencher attended the Heinemann Presents F & P Benchmarking and LLI, Crowne Plaza Cherry Hill. This workshop took place during the morning, and focused on the F & P Benchmark kits as well as the LLI System.  Some of the interesting points she took away were: the LLI system’s main goal-have students exit the program in a short time, about 18-24 weeks; it is engaging, efficient and effective.  She also found the point about the comprehension portion of the F & P benchmark test being as if we were having a conversation with the student, rather than just ask a question get an answer which she found very interesting. 
On 10/14/14:  Mrs. Rencher attended the LLI (Leveled Literacy Intervention by Heinemann) Training. This training took place at Bowe School and was presented by Kathy Northcutt. Several teachers from the Glassboro district were given beginning training on the implementation and instruction of LLI. This training was based on the Gold Level kit, but we were also informed of how to use the same key ideas with our own level kit.  The main focus of this training was to take us through the typical LLI lesson for what they call and “odd day” and an “even day”, so they could learn what is covered during a lesson as well as how to pace their lessons.  Some of the other points covered were:  How to stagger start groups if they had more than one group on the same level, what to expect during the novel study and writing portion of LLI, how to modify a 45 minute lesson into either 40 or 30 minute time slots, and the importance of and taking of running records as well as observation notes for each student.
Language Arts: Diane Villec
Intermediate School

During the writing portion of class, students continued to learn about narrative writing including: how to write effective dialogue, and the rules of writing dialogue, the importance of descriptive dialogue tags, how to introduce and describe characters so as to appeal to the senses, the importance of conflict as it appears in narratives, and all of the stages of plot- exposition, rising action, climax, falling action and resolution. They were given rubrics and asked to use the rubric to guide all writing. Students self and peer edited, and turned in final original narratives.

During the reading portion of class, students read an excerpt from Edgar Allan Poe’s, “The Fall of the House of Usher.” Students were asked to identify and extensively explain the setting, characters, describe the plot events, and define the theme. The story was chunked into three parts, and then each part was read three times to foster understanding and fluency. The class also discussed the tone of the story and the mood created by the author. Students were introduced to corresponding target words in context and were asked to rate, define and write a sentence for each one.
Language Arts: Michelle Demery
Intermediate School
Math Test Prep 7: The class focused on multiplying fractions, dividing fractions, applying fractions to real-life situations, ratios and rates, and applying ratios and rates to real-life situations, and standardized test practice.

Math Test Prep 8:  The class focused on combining like terms, solving two-step equations, applying two-step equations to real-life situations, solving proportions, applying proportions to real-life situations, and standardized test practice.

During class, students worked independently and in teams to play games, such as Jeopardy, to practice previously learned and present skills.  Students in Mathematics Test Prep 8 played an “UNO” style combining like terms game while students in Mathematics Test Prep 7 played a “Monopoly” style fractions game.  During stations activities, students used the laptops to practice skills and applied those skills to real-world application problems.  Students in Mathematics Test Prep 8 practiced writing and solving proportions with a hands-on goldfish activity in which students took the role of scientists estimating a population of endangered fish in a bay.  Students in Mathematics Test Prep 7 practiced multiplying fractions with a hands-on activity which required students to gather information, such as tire pressure, and perform calculations to estimate the weight of my car.  Students in Mathematics Test Prep 8 completed the unit on proportions with the Road Trip Project.  Students chose five cities to visit and used the map’s scale and proportions to estimate the distance of the trip and to determine which car would be most economical to drive on the trip.

Mathematics: Jennie Hara
Intermediate School
Emphasis in Language Arts this past month was on narrative reading and writing. Students focused on analyzing plot elements, understanding how elements affect the readers’ structure of a narrative and elements required to make a narrative worth reading.

            Specific topics this month included: 

Plot elements

Exposition 

Rising action 

Climax 

Falling action 

Resolution Internal/external conflict 

Characterization 

Inferences writing workshop project – how elements affect the reactions of readers


Ms. Hara attended Danielson Training that took place on October 2, 2014 at Beach Administration. During the training, she was informed of how the elements of the 2nd and 3rd domains of the Charlotte Danielson Framework. Being able to view videos of different levels of teaching and Danielson scores allowed Ms. Hara to understand just what was expected and needed to receive her desired score. It was also clarified how to jump from a teacher-led 3 to a student-led 4. Ms. Hara also attended an SGO In-service that took place on October 10, 2014. During the in-service, she was able to meet with her language arts department and Mr. Matthews to review her SGO to ensure it was acceptable. An Articulation Meeting was held October 24, 2014 with high school and middle school language arts teams to share websites and technology that is useful in the classroom. It was extremely valuable and productive. Ms. Hara was able to take away great websites that will benefit her instruction and engage my students.  

Mathematics: Amy Stewart

High School

Throughout the month of October, program emphasis was on modeling linear relationships. Students focused on representing linear relationships through graphs, symbolic rules, tables of values, and real-world situations. They also investigated how all four methods can represent the same information and appropriate times for using specific methods. Students calculated the rate of change in one variable as another variable increases, enhanced literacy skills by writing about their problems, interpreted the meaning of slope and y-intercept of the graphs of linear functions in context. Students also worked on logical reasoning skills and estimation skills by using linear models to make predictions about variables based on the behavior of another variable. 



Students were assigned a set of real-life problems that discussed credit issues, which led to wonderful discussion about the importance of having credit, having good credit, and being a wise consumer. Students worked individually to complete all of the problems and then worked in groups to collaborate and complete one problem to be displayed for the class. Students displayed their work, on large chart paper, to the real-life problems that contained their answers in the forms of equations, tables, graphs, and verbal descriptions of the situations. After all work was displayed, students took a “gallery walk” around the room to check their own work. It was a very engaging activity.

GHS/GIS Articulation, GHS, 10/24/2014, Ms. Stewart though it was a very beneficial collaboration between schools discussing innovative educational websites.
Language Arts: Christi Baldissero
High School   
During the month of October Mrs. Baldissero’s Test Prep class completed the October HSPA state exam. In class, each student had a conference with me to create individualized notecards analyzing personal areas of growth for each student. Upon completion of the exam, the students once again conferenced to focus on how the areas identified for growth for each student facilitated greater understanding during the exam. After the exam students began to work on building a portfolio of different genres of writing.  Each student has been working on journal entries that challenge he or she to formulate an opinion on a relevant topic in the news and use persuasive language to convey to readers the side of the argument he or she believes in. The students have also begun reading the short story “The Sky is Gray” by Ernest J. Gaines.  The students have been exposed to film clips of Ernest J. Gaines telling his life story and explaining how his life story is a larger part of American history. The focus of studying this author is to expose the students to the extensive depth of a short narrative

During the month of October, my English Language Arts class began their study of Greek Mythology.  Mrs. Baldissero continued to implement the Text, Lens, and Patterns reading strategy. The two aspects that were of focus during instruction were the 15 Greek Concepts and the seven stages to the Journey of the Hero. Students were exposed to creation stories through text and through film clips, and then asked to analyze both to help better prepare them for the PARCC.  The hero stories were all text based. Students have come to know the Text, Lens, and Patterns reading strategy.  The use of the ELMO in the classroom facilitates struggling students to view student samples of the strategy to encourage the use of supportive textual evidence to advance the development of plot. The reading strategy has also encouraged students to transfer the whole group annotation modeling that is done via the ELMO to independent annotations while reading individually.

During Unit Lunch Mrs. Baldissero offered an opportunity to watch the “Clash of the Gods” documentaries on two of mythology’s epic heroes.  The film clips were viewed over three days of unit lunch each.  Each student that watched a full documentary was granted a homework pass. 


Mrs. Baldissero was observed (long observation) during her English Language Arts class on 10/14/14 by Dr. Sneathen. The lesson focused on the reading of Zeus’ Creation Story. The students were actively engaged in the Text, Lens, and Patterns reading strategy during the observation. 
III.
CURRICULUM

A. Field Trips
  Field trips for the month of October:
	DATE
	SCHOOL
	TO
	TIME
	BUSES

	10/4/14
	GHS
	Millville HS Cavalcade
	16
	2

	10/25/14
	GHS
	Alloway Parade
	9
	2

	10/24/14
	GHS
	Univ. of Delaware
	6
	1

	10/29/14
	GHS
	Magic Garden
	4.5
	1

	10/30/14
	GHS
	Westmont Parade
	8
	2

	10/20/14
	GIS
	Alice Paul Institute
	15
	1

	10/10/14
	Bullock
	Rowan Planetarium
	2
	1

	10/16/14
	Rodgers
	Mood’s Farm
	9
	3

	10/17/14
	Rodgers
	Mood’s Farm
	9
	3

	10/29/14
	Pitman
	GG Farm Market
	2
	1

	10/22/14
	Pitman
	Mood’s Farm
	4
	2

	10/21/14
	ACA
	Creamy Acres
	2.5
	1

	10/13/14
	Boys and Girls Club
	Mood’s Farm
	2.5
	1

	10/10/14
	GCDC
	Rowan Planetarium
	2
	1

	10/28/14
	GCDC
	Duffield’s
	2.5
	1


B. Curriculum Committees:
The following curriculum committees met at the end of the school day, during the month of October, Nurses Committee and the World Language Committee:

COMMITTEE: District Nurses

CHAIRPERSON: Marian Dunn

DATE, HOUR AND LOCATION OF MEETING: October 10, 2014, 8:00 a.m. In-service Day; Intermediate School Conference Room

IN-SERVICE AGENDA

1. Enterovirus D-68 ( EV-D68)

2. Ebola Concerns and Pre-Planning

3. Obtaining Medical Records for Transfer Students

4. New students with Serious Medical Conditions Requiring Accommodations

5. Health Insurance

6. Oxygen

7. AED Sign

8. Procedure for Acquiring a Sub Nurse and Use of Outlook Calendar

9. Use of Excel Spread Sheet

10. Use of Power School to Create Students Lists

11. Health Information on Power School

12. Saving E-mails to Folders

MINUTES:

ADMINISTRATORS:

OTHERS:  Donna Begolly, Catherine Straube, Nancy Fiebig, Erin Perewiznyk, Marian 
                          Dunn

LENGTH OF MEETING: 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

SUBJECTS DISCUSSED:

1. Communicable Disease Concerns- Informational letter about EV- D68 will go out on Tuesday across district after signed by nurses and principals. 
2. Ebola Concerns and Pre-Planning- Nursing Discussion. Consider developing plans for students from other countries, especially those affected with Ebola.  Exit screening currently consists of answering questions about possible symptoms or exposure (accuracy depends on honest answers by responder).  Need discussion and consideration to having a 3 week waiting period before students physically attend school to help ensure no Ebola symptoms develop.  While it seems extreme, disease could have an impact on our school community.  Back in H1N1 days we had lesson plans/packets made in advance to plan for an outbreak and we discussed topics such as virtual learning and home/school computer links.  These strategies could be implemented to educate incoming students awaiting clearance for school.  While this seems premature at this time, planning and possible discussion at Administrator County Level is recommended by our group.  Although the disease is said to not be contagious until symptoms present, symptoms can develop at any time and future specifics of disease process and contagion periods could change as more surveillance and information becomes available.
3. Obtaining Medical Records/Information for Transfer Students- Nurses having increased difficulty obtaining immunization records and state required A-45 Health Card.  This is resulting in students being in our schools without mandated immunization records.  It becomes increasingly difficult to get the records after the 30 day grace period.  Process seems more challenging than in former years

4. Students with Serious Medical Conditions Requiring Accommodations-  students who are starting school with a complicated medical problem, such as Insulin Dependent Diabetes or a Serious Seizure Condition, Sickle Cell Disease, Life-Threatening Food Allergy or Physical Disability that require medical accommodations need to be brought to nurses attention before student starts school.  It is important that appropriate doctor orders be obtained in advance so that appropriate medical accommodations can be developed, reviewed by staff and implemented.  This will help ensure the health and safety of the student from the first day of school.

5. Health Insurance- Nurses have not been able to enter this information due to lack of access to NJ State portion in power school.

6. Oxygen- COPD Services sold to Ocean Home Health.  Does not seem that tanks are being filled properly and this is causing potential situation where oxygen may not be available.  May be able to get empty tanks filled on occasional base from Gloucester County EMS.  Erin looking into alternate company who will then need to be added to preferred provider list and then contract developed.  Considering smaller, more portable tanks.  Ocean Home Health would not take old tanks that used to belong to COPD, thus these will need to be disposed of with Hazardous Waste collection.

7. AED signs- will need to purchase more signs to have adequate signage of AED locations in our buildings.

8. Procedure for Acquiring a Sub Nurse- procedure in place and reviewed.  Will also try to share information on Outlook Calendar so we know what subs are already scheduled.  Erin educated nurses on use of Outlook Calendar and how we can share information in our group.  Nurses practiced and entered some information into shared calendar.

9. Use of Excel Spread Sheet- Erin providing step by step training about how to set up Excel.  Nurses doing hands-on practice during instruction. Can use this for health issues, medical record monitoring, screening information etc.

10. Use of Power School to Create Student Lists-  Kathee reviewed set up and procedure to set up lists of all health information entered into power school.  

11. Health Information on Power School- Discussed differences between Health Alerts and Health Considerations.  They come up in different columns.  Nurses practiced.

12. Saving e-mails to folders- Marian reviewed way to save e-mails by category or persons to a separate folder so they will not be lost when system-clean up occurs.  Nurses practiced.

Conclusions reached: Need to be pro-active on current communicable diseases/Nurses having increased difficulty obtaining required medical records this year/Nurse needs to be informed of new registrants with serious medical conditions before they begin school/ Unable to complete health insurance information needed for state report until access to NJ State portion given back to nurses/Not happy with current oxygen vendor- will consider alternatives/Sub nurses will be obtained as per procedure/Nurses participated in hands-on, collaborative training on various computer program topics

Recommendation(s):  Send out EV-D68 Informational letter as per Superintendent  directives/ Consider pro-active approach as Ebola situation unfolds/Fax medical record release at time of registration and request immunization records be faxed to school the next day and Health Card be sent;  and scan or send any immunization records to nurse on registration day as well as copy of registration form- this will make it easier for nurse to follow-up with sending school/ Provide nurses with access to NJ State portion of power school so they can enter updated health insurance information needed for District State Report/ Look into alternate oxygen vendor/ Old oxygen tanks will need to be disposed of at a Hazardous Waste Collection/Consider practicing or using computer programs presented today to help streamline work.

DATE, TIME, PLACE OF THE NEXT MEETING:   January 7, 2014; 2:00 p.m.; Bullock School Conference Room
District World Languages Curriculum Committee Meeting Notes:

Date:  Oct. 30, 2014 (3:15 to 4:15 pm)

In attendance:  

Katiria Ortiz (Bowe); Madji Fall (Bullock); Patricia Villarreal (GIS); Anne-Sophie Meeks (GHS)

(Unable to attend-Patricia Yanez & Caterina Dawson)

      I. Introduction 

New staff member, Patricia Villarreal (GIS), introduced to the rest of the committee

     II. Discussion of our committee’s mission 

     “The goal of the World Language Committee is to articulate and improve the world 
     language program between grades 1 and 12. In order to accomplish that goal we will  
     share the best practices and materials. We will also plan field trips for students (inter-
     district and out of district) and world language teachers to share language/heritage with 
     students and/or explain the high school world language program. We will also plan a 
     Multicultural Festival that includes other world language teachers and students from 
     within the district.”

    III. Explanation of our schedule with our students at each building/ discussion of 
    how the world language classes are going thus far this year

    World Language Schedule for each building:
    Bullock- 40 minutes of World Cultures/Spanish a week for every student in Grades 1,2,3   
    entire year

    Bowe-40 minutes of Spanish on five day rotation; once each rotation sees every 4, 5, 6th 
    grader for entire year

    GIS- One block every day for an entire marking period (nine weeks-divided in 3 weeks 
     for each language)

    GHS-One block every day for a semester; can take four years of study at GHS

     IV. Best Practices

     -Discussed class sizes at each building and ideas for making the world language 
     classroom best suited for learning when there is a large population of special needs 
     students/large classes/need for differentiated instruction.  We discussed the use of 
     stations/centers at the elementary level and how they too could be used at GIS and GHS.  
     With several centers set up to review previously presented material, world language 
     students can be given different opportunities to practice with the language.  (Flash card 
    stations, games, regalia like menus at a station, reading center, dry erase board center, 
     etc.)

     V. District Collaboration

     -Bullock has an International Club run by Madji Fall.  She is planning to give these 
      young students an opportunity to present what they are learning to GHS world language 
      students during Block 2 of the spring semester.   Bullock may also have an International 
      Night in the spring and ask that any of us participate to represent a given culture in a 
      classroom at Bullock for her students (i.e. Italy, France, etc.) Bullock children would 
      rotate into a few different language/culture rooms.  

      -GHS students hope to visit GIS world language student classes fall and/or spring 
      semester.  These visits, as in the past, would focus on GHS world language students 
      teaching the given target language to the GIS students through lessons, games, skits.    
      Communication via email between the two schools to establish at least one visit this year 
      is underway.

      -GHS French IV honors students hope to present the story Beauty and the Beast before 
      the end of the fall semester to a group of Bullock world language students.  Madame 
      Meeks & Ms. Fall already have discussed this plan.

      -Letter exchanges/skype sessions between the district buildings shall continue this year.  
       Last year we found these exchanges very valuable for our students.

       VI. Curriculum 

       -Mrs. Ortiz mentioned how she had revised the Bowe World Language Curriculum for 
       Spanish.  

      -We discussed what the world language teachers feel students realistically leave 
       knowing from building to building before arriving at GHS.  The understanding is that 
       Spanish is the consistent language taught at Bullock and Bowe.  Bullock students 
       should leave knowing simple conversation, numbers, body parts, colors, alphabet, 
       family, weather, and some clothes in Spanish.  Bowe students leave knowing the same 
       material but more in-depth in Spanish.  GIS students know the basics of French & 
       Italian communication and more in depth study of previously learned 
       topics/conversation in Spanish due to their Bullock and Bowe school exposure.  

      VI. Festival—Thurs. Jan. 15th 6:30 pm food (Bilingual Comm. Meeting 5:30 pm)  

      Made a goal that the elementary and middle school world language teachers bring their 
      PowerPoint/video clip or other media prepared for the festival to the December meeting.  
      In this way, we have it very early before the festival to know that it will work and 
      preview it.  We made a suggested length of no more than 2 minutes.  Performances will 
      be by the GHS students at the festival but the media will include projects and/or clips of 
      the younger district students’ themselves sharing what they are studying or something 
      about their own cultural background.  Media will be used to transition between acts or 
      run at a loop at the festival.  We will continue the festival discussion at the next meeting 
      with how everyone can help that night. We also explained to Ms. Villarreal that she can 
      invite the families of her top 10 performing students at GIS.  They should bring dishes 
      as well.  

     VII. Meeting Dates for the Year/Next Meeting’s Agenda

     We discussed that meetings are at 3:15 to 4:15 to accommodate our elementary teachers’  
      schedule.  As mentioned above, the festival will be the focus of the next meeting along 
      with time for discussion of best practices.  Elementary & GIS teachers are to bring 
      media for festival to the next meeting.  All teachers should also be able to talk about a 
      favorite lesson/idea that works well in their classroom.  We have the following meetings 
      remaining for the year and hope all can attend: 

     Thursday December 11, 2014  

     Thursday February 26, 2015

     Thursday April 23, 2015
IV.
PERSONNEL
A. New Staff Members

The following staff members were hired or transferred to another position during the month of October: 


Clinton Suggs- Substitute Bus Driver
B. Vacancies
Comments (-1)Comments (-1)




Special Education Math Teacher

1`

Comments (-1)Bus Driver (Internal Applicants Only)
Comments (-1)Elementary Art Teacher
Comments (-1)3rd Grade Teacher
Comments (-1)Comments (-1)Comments (-1)
C. Substitute Teachers
From this point on all potential Substitutes are being referred to Source4Teachers.
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