Parents’ busing worries prompt bill

Senator takes on
Cherry Hill policy
for kindergarteners

8y Phil Duan
el feal

Tho denial of a mother's request to
have her son (ransported from mornfag
Mindergarien in Cherry Hill {o an after:
school progeam hasinspired new legisla-
tlonin New Jersey,

Stata Sen, James Beach introduced a
bilt last week that would require school
disinlcls to transport studenis In hall-
day moming kindergarien to afier
school enrichmtent rmg;ams, regard-
less of whether siate law deems them in.
cligible for bus service,

he Cherry Hill Schoo! Distiiet de-
nted a request this summer by Lozl Per-
1ow 10 have hor $-year-old som, Jeremy,
transported from school to an enrich-
mend program at Tenple Beth Sholom.

ThaPerlowssarenoleligiblaforfrans-
portation because of the prodmily of
thelr home to Jeremy's school. -

Beacli's bill also stlpulates Lranspor-
tatlonisdependenluponasealon thebus
being available and would require the
})arenl orF ﬁ.lardlan tocover the cost, un-

?lsssulere evidenceof afinancial hard-
ship,
“Parents have busy lves, juggling
work and family, and when thelr chil-
dren are only n half-day Kindergarten
programs, they ofien musl find alierna.
tive arrangentients for care and leaming
gl tho afiernoon,” sald Beach, D-Cam-
M.

“Enrfchment programs areagreak re-
source for these parents, but they have
to be able to get their kids there "

Current slate law says any sludent
whe lives within a two-mileradlug of Ils
orher school does not gualify for busing.
Cherry ﬂlll's‘pnllcy Is one mile.

District olficials sald proviting after-
schogl enrichmenl transportalion for
familles who Hva inside that range is fo-
gislically cha!len§Mg for the distrie?,
ong of the largest In Soulh Jersey.

“Adding them to after-schoot frans-
ﬂ;rlal]on will 2dd 10 ¢osts because of a

ely need 10 add more huses and driv-
ers and extendlng or altering bus
routes,”" sald Barbara Wilson, scheol
spokeswoman,
© BulPerlowand kor husband, Mickael,
wlio both swork, were turmed away when
they offerad 1o parﬂt‘or the service.

“It’s awlul 1o think a town like Cherry
Hill does nat meet the needs of tho com»
munity,” Loti Perlownoted. "Parents de-
ﬁ?‘?"lo choose where they send their.

S,

Mosl schools in New Jersey have
thelrown polices whei ficomes o trans-
portation. Tha Mounl Laurel School Dls-
{rict has provided transportation for o]l
kindergarten studeats for at least tho
last two decades,

Communicativn$  Director Matle
Reynolds noted the distrlct also partners

leremy Peilowy, 5, akes the bus to day care at Temple 221k ShalomIn Chaary Hilt adtes hls hetl-day, moming kindergzrien (s at Stetkton
School. The districr’s denlat of his mother's requast to hava him bused to hs bocal alter-schoel program spuired a blll by Sen. James Brach,

with area day care cenfers {0 make
Irans?or!aﬂm asconvenlentas possibie,
"We hayo many lamilies here thal
work [n Phifadelphda or pact of the week
in New York,” He,
need the suppert from 7 a.m. to 6 pae.”’
Wilson said the Cherry Hill Schoo)
Disuict offers the same typeof movning
and aftlerneon care, bul In-distriet caly.
1f aparent lives insfde the one-mile ragl-
us and wants to send his orher chlldtpa
privato or veligious da’y care, they do it
without the school's heip.

olds added. “So they *

“Fanillfes have atways had the cholce
of where tasead thelr children, and st
4o, sabd Wilson. " The distrlet devoteslts
resources 10 disteict programs™

Petlow laler challenged the schools

policy at several board of education
meeHngs, buk found lintorelief, Theonly
optien was g enroll Jeremy in the i
tlon-based, district after-school care.
After enrolling her son, Perlew found
ot the bus that took him lo the dlstrfet.
TUn care slopped at Beth Shelom.
“Atthalpoint tkeyhadno othercholce

“Enrlchment pregrams ave a great
resource for fhese parents, bul thay
have to he abla to gel thelr kids thezo?

SEH. JAMES BEACH, D CANDEN

bul toiet Jeremy get off mereﬁ“shesa!d,

While Perlow Eopes Beach’s leglsta.
tionis stgnedinto faw, her goal{s that one
day schools are requived fo bus alt kin-
dergarten students.

"TW’s really an Issueof safety,” she ob-
seoved.

Witson also noled how iimlied the kil
Isin lts present forny, as it only focuses
onmoming kindergarien

“Wa also would have aflernoon kin-
dergarten siudenis wha nay recelve
carein the morning before kindergarten
slar(s," ske added.

"Senator Beach's legistation appears
not to address the afternown Kindergar.
ten students with mornlng care, but it
would be another group that would need
tobe constdered.” i

Beachsaldthe goatof the new tegisia.
Hon 15 for families to avold worrying
about how they will get thefr kindergarl.
ners o after-schoot programs,

Changestothebiflcanbemadessitts
velted in Trenton.

Reach Philt Drnn at (856} 486-2456 or
un@conrierposlentine.com. Follow
him on Twiller @phiimduny.



