J. Harvey Rodgers School
BOARD REPORT

October 2025 4 :

Principal - Melanie Sweeney \ cCH

PERSONNEL
e Appointments

o Abigail Lopez - Preschool Paraprofessional (Start Date: 10/1/25)

o Jack Raines - Security Aide (Start Date: 10/1/25)

o Ana Popovic - ABA Paraprofessional (Start Date: 10/16/25)

o Angela Butcher - ABA Paraprofessional (Tentative Start Date: 11/17/25)

e Resignation/Retirement

O
o

Tomyra Perren (Resignation) - October 23, 2025
Cori Grisi (Resignation) - November 14, 2025

e Staff Evaluations to Date:
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Tenured: 7
Nontenured: 9
Non-Certificated Staff: 0

COMMITTEE MEETINGS & PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
e Dept/Level

[e]

0O 0 0O OO0 OO0 0O 0 0 0 0 ©°

School Leadership Team - October 6th
Character Council - October 7th

District NJTSS - October 7th

JHR NJTSS - October 7th

Character Champion Team - October 8th
Threat Assessment Team - October 8th
Attendance Team - October 8th

Annual School Plan Team - October 8th
Staff Meeting - October 15th

I&RS - October 17th

School Based Leadership (SBL) Team - October 22nd
JHR New Teacher Academy - October 27th
Character Champion Team - October 29th
Grade Level PLC - October 29th

m  Preschool - Learning Resource Center (LRC) visit at Rowan University

m Kindergarten - Book Study, Differentiating Phonics Instruction for
Maximum Impact (Wiley Blevins)
e Part 1: Chapters 1-4

e SclP-N/A
e PD - October 10th

[e]

District Ed Camp

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION (C&l)
e Eureka Math Marking Period 2 Pacing Guide Review

o
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e Eureka Math2 Marking Period 1 Reflection & Marking Period 2 Pacing Gwde Review

e Wit & Wisdom Module 2 Pacing Guide Review ‘ ("'" \“,’
SPECIAL EVENTS W~

e Athletics - N/A # ‘

e Visual & Performing Arts - N/A CHOOLg

e Community Events
o Early Childhood Advisory Council (ECAC) - October 7th

OPERATIONS

e Safety & Security Meeting - N/A
e Safety & Security Drills

o October 6th - Fire Drill

o October 21st - Hold

FACILITIES
e Needs Assessment: See Miquel Olivo’s Report, Supervisor of Buildings & Grounds

PUPIL PERSONNEL SERVICES (Guidance/SAC/CST)

e In October, our school focused on the virtue of Integrity. Students learned that integrity
means following the rules, being honest, and telling the truth. The visual used was
Pinocchio to help reinforce this message. Our character education lesson featured /
Promise by LeBron James, which emphasizes how our promises to ourselves and our
community shape our success. Students completed an “| Promise Pledge” drawing
activity to connect their learning. The monthly phrase was “When you wish upon a star,
integrity shows who you are!”

BULLDOG PRIDE

e On October 3rd, we celebrated Hispanic Heritage Month with a special Read-In where
students listened to stories that honor and highlight Hispanic culture.

e On October 6th, the Glasshoro Fire Department visited JHR for Fire Prevention Week
and held a grade-level assembly on fire safety. Students also had the exciting
opportunity to see a fire truck up close.

e From October 6th through October 10th, we recognized the Week of Respect, which is a
statewide celebration in New Jersey focused on raising awareness about bullying
prevention and promoting positive school climate. We celebrated with themed spirit days
throughout the week. Our kindergarten students also had a memorable kickoff with a
presentation from NFL star Devin Wyman and The Youth Alliance. His message of
having a dream, working hard, and never giving up connected directly to our focus on
wisdom, integrity, and respect, and students were highly engaged. Our spirit days
included:

o Monday — World Bullying Prevention Day: Rodgers turned blue to stand united
against bullying

o Tuesday — Team Up Against Bullying: Students and staff wore their favorite
sports team gear

o Wednesday — Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff: A cozy sweats day centered on
kindness



o Thursday — Bulldog Strong Day: Students proudly wore maroon and/gold to show |

N } |

Glassboro pride = 3\ |

e On October 9th, kindergarten students visited Mood’s Farm, where they enjoyed.an |
apple cider donut, apple cider, a pumpkin wagon ride, and selected a pumpkm to také
home. ‘

e On October 24th, our preschool students picked a pumpkin from the “Pumpkm Patch” w5
created on-site by our preschool staff. Students completed a pumpkin activity-in their
classrooms with a family member before taking their pumpkins home.

e On October 31st, we held our annual Halloween Parade for all preschool and
kindergarten classrooms. Students paraded around the perimeter of our playground for
families to enjoy seeing their children dressed in their Halloween costumes.

e Through our partnership with Glassboro High School’s Early Childhood Education class,
under the direction of Nancy Brown, high school students gain practical classroom
experience by supporting our Kindergarten classes. Each Kindergarten classroom has
been paired with a high school student who joins from 12:00-1:00 pm daily for the
remainder of the school year. Their responsibilities include working with individuals or
small groups, assisting with bulletin boards, observing instruction, setting up classroom
materials, escorting students to the nurse or office, introducing a portion of a lesson,
supporting students during independent work, or reading to a group. Currently, 5 high
school students are assigned to our kindergarten classrooms every day. An additional 19
students visit twice a week and will begin attending daily in December.

e We are also continuing our collaboration with Montclair State University through the
NJIETA Sustainability Grant. This five-year initiative is designed to expand access,
participation, and support in inclusive early childhood education and to strengthen
our preschool program. On October 22nd, our team met to review the visuals
inventory survey that will be sent to staff. The information gathered will help guide
planning for additional professional development for the 2025 - 2026 school year.

e 32 of our preschool and kindergarten students in Special Education are
participating in Rowan University’s Adaptive Physical Education Program this fall.

For eight weeks, students are paired with Rowan undergraduates under the
guidance of a Rowan professor. Each child completes a Test of Gross Motor
Development and receives follow-up lessons targeting fundamental movement
skills in the areas of locomotor, manipulative, and stability.

UPCOMING EVENTS

e 2-Hour Delay - November 3rd
School Leadership Team (SLT) Meeting - November 3rd
District Character Council - November 4th
District NJTSS Meeting - November 4th
District Literacy Team Meeting - November 4th
Threat Assessment Team Meeting - November 5th
Attendance Team Meeting - November 5th
SclP Team Meeting - November 5th
School Closed - November 6th to November 11th
Staff Meeting - November 12th
JHR NJTSS Team Meeting - November 12th



Marking Period 1 Ends - November 12th

School Based Leadership (SBL) Team Meeting - November 19th
I&RS & PIRT Meetings - November 21st

JHR New Teacher Academy - November 24th

Individual School Picture Make-ups - November 25th

Preschool Parent Workshop - November 25th

Preschool Checkpoint #1 Ends - November 26th

Early Dismissal - November 26th

School Closed - November 27th to November 28th
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